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SEND Annual Report to Governors 2018-19 

 

“It is time for parents to teach young people early on that in diversity there is beauty and 

there is strength.” 

— Maya Angelou 

 

There were 59 (compared to 48 last academic year) children identified as having Special 

Education Needs and/or disabilities across The Partnership in the academic year 2018-19. 

This includes the children in the Additionally Resourced Provision (ARP) for children with 

Autism (ASD), Rainbows which has the equivalent of 16, 15 hour places.  

Children with SEND come to us through a variety of pathways. Some are identified by their 

parents, others are placed with us by the Brent Under 5’s Specialist Panel. The Family 

Services Team and the Speech and Language Therapist attached to the Children’s 

Centre also frequently refer children. As do the Community Paediatric Service.  

At Curzon Crescent the majority of children on the SEND register are identified to have a 

Speech, Language and Communication Need (SLCN), with Autism Spectrum 

Disorder(ASD) as the next largest area of need.  At Fawood ASD is the area of need of the 

majority of children. There are also children with hearing impairments, Downs Syndrome, 

Global Developmental Delay and metabolic disorders. We have two children who are 

blind and need one to one adult support which is funded through Education, Health and 

Care Plans (EHCP).  

We have 10 places across both nurseries for children with a disability which allows us to 

have slightly higher staff ratios to support their learning and development. We have also 

applied and been granted higher needs funding at Band 5 for 11 additional children this 

year to help us meet their needs.  
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Teaching and Learning 

“It is evident that all students make considerable progress in all Prime Areas of 

Development…children make significant progress” 

 Deputy Head Analysis of Data for Rainbows Summer 2019 

We value inclusive practice as the gold standard for all our work. Every staff member works in 

partnership with parents and carers to achieve the best possible outcomes for our children. Every 

child with SEND has a One Page Profile, based on their individual strengths, that is written and 

reviewed with parents so we can share the progress we see and incorporate parent’s priorities 

and address their concerns in the time the child is at school. The use of the profile has been 

successfully embedded over the last year and we are using them to inform our discussions with 

receiving schools on transition.  

We run a number of intervention groups that help children develop the skills they need to access 

the curriculum successfully. Including Early Talk Boost, which was developed by ICAN, The 

Communication Charity to help children make six months progress in their communication in nine 

weeks.   

 

Training and INSET 

“Working with a child who has autism, everything makes a lot more sense, and I have a better 

understanding his condition and why he does and says certain things” Feedback from a member 

of staff in a local primary school on Lucy’s training on Sensory Processing and Multi-Sensory 

Learning, 23rd May 2019.  

We have a rolling program of Continuing Professional Development (CPD) for all staff in The 

Partnership. At the heart of this is understanding and delivering the highest quality practice for our 

children with SEND. We all use all our professional partners in other agencies to support this and 

over the past academic year we have had input from our link Speech and Language Therapists, 

Occupational Therapist, Educational Psychologist and specialist Teacher for the Deaf to our CPD 

program. We have also had some focused in house SEND training with staff learning Makaton 

signing and being trained to deliver the Early Talk Boost intervention by our senior staff trainers. 

Staff in Rainbows act as an informal source of support for staff in the mainstream settings, advising 

them and helping raise their understanding.  

This year we have fully embedded the Celebratory approach to SEND developed by Penn Green 

Children’s Centre.  

Lucy, our SENDCo has also worked to disseminate best practice through our membership of the 

Brent Early Years Virtual SEND Hub, providing support for other Early Years settings in the borough 

and through the Woodfield Teaching Schools Alliance. She has applied for Senior Leader in 

Education status with the Teaching School, and will shortly be interviewed. The training deliver to 

other settings under the umbrella of the Teaching School is a source of income for The Partnership.  
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Partnerships with Other Agencies and Professionals 

Our partnership works closely with a wide range of professionals, we are represented on the 

Under5’s Specialist Nursery panel, which decides on placements and support for children with 

significant needs related to SEND and/or safeguarding. It is also the route in to Rainbows, our 

Additionally Resourced Provision (ARP).  

We continue to work with many colleagues in the health sector, including Paediatricians, 

Educational Psychologists (EP), Speech and Language Therapists (SaLT), Health Visitors (HVs), 

Physiotherapists and Occupational Therapists (OT) we greatly value the effectiveness of multi-

agency working.  

The children in Rainbows have weekly sessions with a Music Therapist bought in from the Resources 

for Autism charity, which helps them develop their attention and communication skills through 

playful musical interactions. Lucy has attended the Attention Autism Advanced Practitioners 

course and is qualified to deliver the two-day training course. She has also attended the Brent 

SENDCo forums and local cluster meetings in the Harlesden area.  

We work with our colleagues in the Local Authority, including the Sensory Impairment support 

teams who provide advice and support for staff working with children who have visual or hearing 

impairments or who are deaf, Brent Autism Outreach Team (BOAT), the Early Years Improvement 

Team (EYIST) Special Educational Needs and Disability Information and Advice Service(SENDIAS) 

Brent Children and Families Information Service and Brent Carer’s Centre(CFIS). This half term Lucy 

is sitting on the panel at the Brent Special Educational Needs Admissions Service (SENAS) that 

decides on whether children are assessed for Education Health and Care Plans or not.  

From September the Partnership has been part of the Brent Specialist Nursery Hubs, which is multi-

disciplinary team that provides support for other schools and private nurseries in Brent to help 

them develop best practice for the children in their setting with SEND. Lucy sits on the panel that 

allocates cases for the Hub. The partnership receives a lump sum payment for this work.  

 

 

Governing Body Monitoring  

Leaders want the best outcomes for all children, including those who have special educational 

needs (SEN) and/or disabilities, or are disadvantaged. OFSTED report Curzon Crescent 18 

September 2018 

The data generated by teacher assessment of the children is monitored four times a year by the 

curriculum committee, who look at how well different groups of children are progressing. This 

includes looking at the rate of progress of children identified as having SEND.  

The SEND link governor is Nerissa. She is taking over from Andrea Grey who completed three 

formal visits this academic year and has attended training days and the OFSTED inspections of the 

two nursery schools.  
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Working with Parents and Carers 

Parents and carers are very positive about the school. They appreciate its welcoming environment 

and the time that practitioners take to develop a deep understanding of children in their care. As 

a result, relationships between parents and carers, staff and children are extremely strong. Ofsted 

report Fawood 11th September 2018.  

Working closely with parents and carers is central to the ethos of the Partnership, this is particularly 

key in the support we offer to the families of children with SEND. The piloting of the One Page 

Profile has made it easier for parents to contribute to planning for their child’s support.  

Our transition processes help us to identify children who may have SEND early, which allows us to 

take the anticipatory approach as outlined in the SEND Code of Practice. Stay and Play sessions 

and home visits before the children start allow staff to carefully observe children and discuss their 

needs with parents.  

Staff report feeling more confident to have the sensitive conversations with parents about their 

children’s needs when taking a ‘celebratory approach’ to the whole child, rather than starting 

from what difficulties the child might be experiencing.  

Across the partnership we supported 25 parents (this is up from 18 last academic year) to apply for 

an Education, Health and Care plan for their child. So far 24 of these have been agreed, one is 

going to appeal. We are finding that more applications for children in the mainstream setting are 

being refused, initially leading to greater workload as we support parents to appeal. We 

contributed written Educational advice for all of these and facilitated assessments by other 

professionals including Educational Psychologists, Speech and Language Therapists, Teachers of 

the Deaf and Occupational Therapists.  We are in discussion with SENAS about streamlining the 

process of applying for an EHCP for the children who have come through panel in to Child with 

Disability places or Rainbows. 18 of those children have secured places in special schools or 

additionally resourced provisions.  

We hold regular parent workshops on different aspects of the curriculum and supporting children 

to transition smoothly into Primary school. These are led by our teachers and are differentiated to 

meet the needs of all the children.  

There are monthly parent forums for parents of the children in Rainbows. These reflect the topics 

the parents find most relevant to their needs. We often host guest speakers, including parent 

champions from the Children and Families Information Service (CFIS) to talk about the Local Offer 

and the Special Educational Needs and Disability Information and Advice Service (SENDIASS) to 

talk about the process of applying for an Education, Health and Care plan. Parents are also 

invited to a party at the end of the year to celebrate their child’s achievements.  
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SEND Timeline for 2019-20 

SEND Governor monitoring: 

Term One: Setting up interventions in both settings including Early Talk Boost, Attention Autism and 

Sing It & Identification of SEND children.  

Term Two: Review of EHCP applications. 

Term Three: Round up of the year & forward planning.  

 

The last word has to go to one of our children with SEND:  

“Mummy, buy me trainers. I have to run. I have to jump!” 

 R. A little girl who is blind in our care. Told to us by her mother 3rd July 2019 

 


